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What’s the issue?
• Sea level rise means greater need to 

support wetland adaptations

• Prioritizing sediment and soil reuse for 
wetlands

• Regional sediment management efforts

Sediment for Wetlands Adaptation Project
• Structure of project

• Current activities

• Stakeholder workshop

Presentation Overview

Project Objectives:

-Increased Collaboration

-Sediment to Wetlands Roadmap

-Possible Policy Changes

-Financing Strategy
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What’s the Issue?
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Wetlands of the Bay Area

Goals Project,, California State Coastal Conservancy, 2015 
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Natural Sediment Supply 
to SF Bay 

Sediment Needed by 
Baylands and Planned 
Wetland Restoration 

Projects

Sediment as a Critical Bay Area Resource

P.L. Barnard et al., Marine Geology 345, 2013
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Current Conditions of Sediment Movement

Average Net Flux 
During Wet Season

SFEI, Fine Grained Sediment Conceptual Model, 
2023
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Beneficial Reuse = Turning would-be waste into a valuable commodity 

Beneficial Reuse for Green Infrastructure

Sediment
& Soil

Dredging - navigation channels & 

flood protection channels

Upper watersheds - reservoirs, 

disconnected creeks

Excavated soils - construction
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Incorporates all sediment related activities:
• Navigation dredging 

• Aggregate mining 

• Reservoir and dam management

• Climate adaptation projects

• Flood protection and watershed management

How is our region is addressing this issue?

Regional Sediment Management = Management of 
coastal, estuarine, and riverine sediment within a 

system through balanced and sustainable solutions 
to sediment related needs.
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Sediment for Wetland Adaptation Project

Item 10B



Goal:

“Increase beneficial 
reuse of sediment 
and soil for wetland 
habitat restoration, 
resilience, and sea 
level rise adaptation 
in the San Francisco 
Bay Area.”

Photo: Hamilton Wetlands

Sediment for Wetland Adaptation Project
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Three Project Phases

3

Financing Strategy
to support additional 

beneficial reuse of sediment
and soil.

2

Potential
Bay Plan Amendment to

address emerging sediment 
issues, including wetlands 

and climate adaptation 
needs.

1

Stakeholder Engagement 
to identify roles, 

responsibilities, and 
actions

to create a roadmap to 
beneficial reuse.
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Project webpage 
• Factsheet

• Workplan with tasks

• Grant details

• Issue papers

BCDC Commissioner Working Group

• Upcoming public meetings:

➢November 17

➢January 19

Inter-agency Core Team

Workshop preparations

Current Project Activities 

Project Webpage: https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/swap/Sediment-for-Wetland-Adaptation-Project.html
Item 10B

https://www.bcdc.ca.gov/swap/Sediment-for-Wetland-Adaptation-Project.html


Stakeholder Workshop

Details:
• January 23 and February 13, 2024

• Pre-workshop reading materials: issue papers (under development)

Goals: 
• Build coalition of stakeholders

• Identify roles, responsibilities, and actions

Objectives: 
• Create a Sediment to Wetlands Roadmap

Photo: Bothin Marsh
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Photo: Eden Landing

Questions / Discussion

Maya McInerney
Environmental Scientist

maya.mcinerney@bcdc.ca.gov
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