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= Creek floodplain only (3,500 parcels)

= Bay floodplain only (over 2,700 parcels)

= Overlap of creek and Bay floodplains (2,200 parcels)

Approximate number of parcels in the 100-year floodplains

Northern Boundary:

Redwood City

Southern Boundary:

Mountain View

A regional challenge:

two floodplains



Data Sources: Base Map-ESRI Maps and Data 2014;
All other data - HDR 2014

Datum: NAD83 California State Plane, Zone 3 US ft

SAFER Bay Project

0 0.5
Miles

1 in = 0.5 miles

Figure 1

Proposed Reach

Alignments

DATE: 6/16/2015

East

Palo Alto

A related challenge:  unsustainable 

marshes, a flood basin, and

existing & former salt ponds

Palo Alto

Menlo Park
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These challenges are co -dependent:

we cannot address one without the other



Flooding here is not just a 

modeled problem



January 2015 King Tide



Floodwalls

New levee

set back into
golf course

Degrade

Bay levee

S.F. Bay-Highway 101 Project 

Key Features & Benefits

Widen creek channel and create marshland to 

protect previously flooded people and property 

from SF Bay to Hwy. 101 against the maximum

possible creek flow with freeboard during an

extreme tide with 3 feet of Sea Level Rise

Enhance marsh levee

Enhance public

experience

Excavate sediment

and create marsh
transition zones



Major infrastructure

ÅKey highways

ÅRegional wastewater treatment plant

ÅRegional electrical facility

ÅRegional postal facility

ÅRegional airport

ÅCorporate HQ & new development

San Francisco Bay



Opening the ñDumbarton Narrowsò

could benefit the whole South Bay
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100-year tide (11ô)

+   2ô freeboard

+   3ô SLR

At least 13ô now, 

Enable 16ô

= <13ô

Elevation

= 13-15.9ô

= >15.9ô

Menlo Park

East

Palo Alto

Palo Alto

S.F. Bay

LIDAR of the mid -Peninsula

~ Nine feet above todayôs

daily high tide
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SAFER Bay North

Reach 1, Option 1

Reach 1, Option 2

Reach 2, Option 1

Reach 3, Option 1

Reach 4, Option 2

Reach 5, Option 1

Reach 5, Option 4

Reach 7, Option 2

Reach 8, Option 2

Reach 9, Option 1

Reach 9, Option 2

SAFER Bay South

Reach 10_Option 1

Reach 10_Option 2

Reach 11_Option 1

Reach 11_Option 2

Reach_11_Option2a

Reach 11_Option 3

Reach_11_Option3a

SAFER Bay Project
Protect 5,000 properties & major infrastructure, 

restore marshes, connect communities through trails

11 miles of shoreline within two counties and three cities

ÅRemove properties from current & future floodplain/risk

ÅUtilize marshes for protection in a way that sustains them

ÅExpand opportunities for recreation and connectivity

ÅMeet objectives regardless of neighboring action/inaction

ÅCreate partnerships with protected assets


